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Volunteer Spotlight

Award Recipient

Leroy Wilson has something he has to do — and that is volunteer his
time. He is driven to contribute to Greater Cleveland Volunteers
and its partner organizations.

He currently volunteers at three of Greater Cleveland Volunteers’
partner agencies: the Cleveland Botanical Garden, the Airport
Ambassador Volunteer Program (Gold Coat) at Cleveland Hopkins
International Airport and the Southeast Clergy Meals on Wheels where
he delivers meals and is on the Board of Directors.

At the Cleveland Botanical Garden, Leroy started as a greeter, then
added volunteering at special events, assisting with exhibits, providing
tours and serving as an ambassador at off-site events. He also serves
on their Volunteer Advisory Committee.

Sarah Hartley, Volunteer Coordinator at Cleveland Botanical Garden
states, “He has a tremendous positive attitude and an infectious
insistence that other volunteers and staff inherit and nurture this

trait. He believes strongly in Cleveland Botanical Garden and he has
the ability to exemplify and describe that to our guests. Leroy provides
top-notch service to our guests.”

“God can give you so much if you open up. I've reaped many benefits from volunteering. | can'’t give it up”
Leroy adds. “With all my blessings, | feel | have to do this.”

For his commitment to volunteering by helping the community in a variety of positions, Greater Cleveland
Volunteers is proud to present the 2016 recipient of the David F. Leahy Award for Volunteer Excellence to
Leroy Wilson Jr. He received the award at our annual benefit, Sparkle: The Magic of Volunteering . Also
honored at the event was Medical Mutual of Ohio, which received the Community Partner Award.

They received this honor for supporting Greater Cleveland Volunteers
efforts linking adults with volunteer opportunities in Cuyahoga County.
They also provide long-standing financial support and past recognition
of volunteers at Medical Mutual of Ohio’s annual Outstanding Senior
Volunteer Awards program.

Presenting the award to Medical Mutual's Ruth Peake is Joy Banish,
Greater Cleveland Volunteers Executive Director and Tom Barnard,
Greater Cleveland Volunteers Board President.

Read more about the event on page 4.


http://www.cbgarden.org/
http://www.clevelandairport.com/company/community/airport-ambassador-volunteer-program
http://www.clevelandairport.com/company/community/airport-ambassador-volunteer-program
http://www.bedfordoh.gov/site.cfm/Residents/Volunteer-Opportunities.cfm

What a year!

Joy Banish, Executive Director

As the end of the year approaches, it is a time to
reflect on our accomplishments. This year we have
added several new partner agencies that offer new
and exciting volunteer opportunities, continued our
work engaging adults age 50+ in the Encore Cleve-
land initiative and expanded our AARP Foundation
literacy tutoring program to a new school district.
Our My Mentor My Friend lunchtime mentoring pro-
gram is going strong in the schools and more volun-
teers are making an impact with important commu-
nity needs through our RSVP program.

As you think about your accomplishments this year,
I hope you can count volunteering as part of them.

If you haven’t been actively serving this year, please
contact us and we will help you find the perfect op-
portunity that matches your interests, skills and
availability. Sharing your time and talents to help
others is a wonderful gift to those you help and to
yourself.

We thank all of our volunteers for their service this
year!

jbanish@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org

We’re Connected

The Upside of Downs

For over thirty years, The Up Side of Downs of
Northeast Ohio (USOD) has provided valuable sup-
port, education and advocacy for individuals with
Down syndrome, their families and communities.

In May 2016, they opened a new center in Inde-
pendence. It offers art classes, summer enrichment
programs, parent support groups and a retail store.
The retail store carries items created by artisans
with Down syndrome — local and national — to help
spread awareness of the abilities of people with
Downs.

Volunteers are recruited for help in the retail store.

Contact Cecille Harris at 216-391-9500 x 122
charris@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org

the Up side of

Supporting & Celebrating
Down Syndrome in Northeast Ohio

Working with Youth

Tutoring and Mentoring

If you want to see youth succeed in school con-
sider volunteering in the AARP Foundation Expe-
rience Corps literacy tutoring program and/or the
My Mentor My Friend lunchtime mentoring pro-
gram.

AARP Foundation
Experience Corps
is a proven national
program with volun-
teers who are dedi-
cated to helping
children in grades
K-3 become great
readers before fin-
ishing third grade.
This program is for adults age 50+, who possess-
es a high school diploma or GED, agree to take
and passes a criminal background check and can
volunteer 4-6 hours per week.

This year we offer the program in both the Cleve-
land Metropolitan and Euclid City School Districts.

Contact Ross Jones at 216-391-9500 x 119 or
rjiones@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org

M, |

My Mentor My Friend is a lunchtime mentoring
program starting with 4th grade students in the
Cleveland Metropolitan School District.

Adults are matched with students to share
lunchtime by talking, doing puzzles, making crafts,
playing board games or exploring a new skill or
hobby. The mentors, age 18+, visit their assigned
school once or twice a week, depending on their
schedule.

Contact Carol Hasek at 216-391-9500 x 125 or
chasek@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org
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Most Treasured Volunteer Award

Greater Cleveland Volunteers member Elva Fosh was one of
five volunteers in Cuyahoga County who received the prestige-
ous Most Treasured Volunteer (MTV) award from the Center

for Community Solutions.

Fosh was nominated for her outstanding efforts as a team
leader in the national AARP Foundation Experience Corps lit-

eracy tutoring program.

“She has made such a positive impact in her school that the
Principal invited her to attend a diversity summit in the school
and multiple in-service sessions for teachers and staff.” Joy

Elva is flanked by Ross Jones, Program : . ; _
Manager and Mike Milanich Program Banlsh, Greater Cleveland Volunteers Executive Director ex

Coordinator for AARP Foundation Expe-  Plained.
rience Corps, Greater Cleveland Volun-

teers.

Greater Cleveland Volunteers relies on her for implementation
of program needs, training, paperwork, communications and

promotion of the literacy program.

Although a mother of four, grandmother of nine and great-grandmother of two, she has found time to
volunteer. She explains, “| wanted to contribute in a meaningful way to the community and knew

working with children would have the most impact.”

Congratulations, Elva. We appreciate your support and enthusiasm for literacy!

Spreading the spirit of Volunteering!

Do you have your t-shirt yet? If not, contact Sharla for details
on how you can receive yours at no cost! We want others to
see and experience the wonderful benefits volunteering brings
to their community and themselves.

Thanks to Denise (left) and Evelyn, both new mentors in our
lunchtime mentoring program My Mentor My Friend, for show-

ing off their shirts!

Sharla Harris 216-391-9500 x 135
sharris@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org

Help us keep current files
If you have changed your contact information including: address, email and/or any phone numbers,
please contact our office. Keeping our files up-to-date ensures that you will receive our communica-

tions and agency updates.

Give us a call at 216-391-9500 or email to contact@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org
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SPARKLE: The Magic of Volunteering

Greater Cleveland Volunteers’ annual benefit was held in October. The evening included a cocktail hour, si-
lent auction, jewelry sale, triple diamonds raffle and those zany poses in the photo booth. After dinner Tom
Barnard, Board President and Joy Banish, Executive Director presented two awards. Leroy Wilson Jr re-
ceived the David F. Leahy Award for Volunteer Excellence (cover story) and Medical Mutual of Ohio re-
ceived the 2016 Community Partner Award (cover story).

\

|

@ Jewelry

Attendees are admiring the stylish necklaces for sale

Mike Milanich holds up the Triple Diamond Raffle
choices to John E. Johnson of Playhouse Square

Mike Smith, Greater Cleveland
Vol hol

The Benefit committee: h ,-(; Lx;,{,i%‘; %c;i%;nemben olds up
(L-R) Dianna M. Kall, Greater Cleveland Volunteers, Darlene Johnson- '

Cargill, Rochelle Solomon, Darlene Rota, Sarah Zarcone, Ann Eland, Chair,
and Joy Banish, Greater Cleveland Volunteers. Judy Simon, not pictured.
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DONATIONS and IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

We acknowledge and thank all of our donors that provided a gift to our agency from

January to October 2016

General Donations
AARP Foundation
Alpha Delta Kappa, Ohio Alpha Nu
American Apple Group
dba Applebee's - Brooklyn, OH
American Cancer Society
Georgia Anetzberger, PhD
Donald Arthur
Richard & Joy Banish
Thomas H Barnard
Bedford Senior Citizens
Benesch Friedlander Law Firm
Benjamin Rose Institute on Aging
George & Sandra Berendt
Gary V. Bombei
Bette Bonder
Brook Park Senior Club
Ronald & Wendy Busch
Cain Park
Anthony Capasso
Helen K Carbon
Mark A Carden
Becky Carlino-Madigan
Church of the Saviour-Kingsley Class
Ken Cigany
Cleveland Botanical Garden
Cleveland Hearing & Speech Center
Cleveland Kids' Book Bank
Cleveland Playhouse
Cleveland Teachers Union
Viviana Coello-Wilson
Cohen & Company
Sue Corbin
Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Robert & Linda Dalrymple
Patrick Dessart
Joseph DiFranco
Doan Brook Watershed Partnership
Barry & Suzanne Doggett
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Dominion East Ohio
Hillel & Eliizabeth Dreben
Carol A. Durgan
Edward A & Catherine L. Lozick Foundation
Sharon Edwards
Ann Eland
Empowering Youth, Exploring Justice (EYEJ)
Robert F. Erzen
Stephanie FallCreek
Jill Fowler
Gateway Health
Giant Eagle Foundation
Thomas Goots
Carl & Mary Jo Groppe
GROW Foundation
Clarence Hammonds
Jearlean Hill

Himan Brown Charitable Trust

Betty Hodges via Truist

Dorothy Hokenstad

Hospice of the Western Reserve

Joan A. Ibbett

International Women's Air & Space Museum

Sherian James

Gerald Jarzabek

Michael Jenkins

Darlene L. Johnson-Cargill

Richard A. Jones

Dwayne & Azzari Jones

Joyful Noise Music School

Judson at University Circle

Dianna M. Kall

Robert & Brenda Kunkel

William B. Leahy

Calvin L. Leonard

Daniel J. Lesco

Lincoln Electric Foundation

Allan & Sheila Lyons

Jeanne Madison

Martha Manring

Cyndi McCabe

Cathy J. McCall

McGregor

Medical Mutual of Ohio

Milton A. and Charlotte R. Kramer
Charitable Foundation

Elaine J. Minch

Becky Moldaver

Murtis H. Taylor Human Services System

Nathan L. & Regina Herman Charitable Fund

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes

Richard & June Nosan

Carolyn Oakes

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart Law Firm

Open Heart Magic

Leroy B. Parks Jr.

Ruth Ann Peake

Dick Petry

Jean Pinkney

William J. Plichta

Nancy Pottorff

Rosemary Rehner

John A. Reynolds

Robert W. Baird & Co.

William H. Roberts

Rock and Roll Hall Of Fame + Museum

Burt Saltzman

Michael E. Smith

James & Faye Spence

Fred & Mary Lou Sykora

The Centers for Dialysis Care

The Federated Church

The Harry K. Fox and Emma R. Fox Foundation

The Helen F. Stolier & Louis Stolier Family Foundation

The John P. Murphy Foundation
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CONTRIBUTIONS AND IN-KIND DONATIONS continued

The Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust

The Lubrizol Corporation

The Lubrizol Foundation

The MetroHealth System

The Reuter Foundation

The Stocker Foundation

Third Federal Savings & Loan Foundation
United Black Fund

University Hospitals Health System
Visiting Nurse Association Of Ohio
Western Reserve Area Agency on Aging
Western Reserve Historical Society
Westown Development Corp

Stanley E. Wertheim

Frances White Gale

James F. Williams

Sarah Zarcone

Ann E. Zellmer

Margaret Zellmer

Sally Ziff

In-Kind Donations of service or product

87 West Crocker Park

A Cookie and A Cupcake

Akron Civic Theatre

Akron Symphony & Orchestra
AlphaGraphics

Amish Country Theater

Angelo's Pizza

Artist for a Day

Ashery Country Store

AutoZone

Barnes & Noble Bookstore

Beck Center for the Arts

Berlin Farmstead Restaurant

Berlin Village Inn

Bistro on Main

Becky Carlino-Madigan

Chagrin Valley Little Theatre
Cleveland Botanical Garden
Cleveland Browns

Cleveland Cavaliers

Cleveland Cinemas

Cleveland International Film Festival
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo
Cleveland Museum of Art

Cleveland Museum of Natural History
Cleveland Orchestra

Cleveland Playhouse

Cleveland Public Theatre

Cleveland Whiskey

Coach House Theatre

Coppertop at Cherokee Hills Golf Course
CTW Development Corp dba Kennsington Golf Club
Dave's Cosmic Subs

Dave's Cosmic Subs

Dennison Railroad Depot Museum
Don's Pomeroy House

Carol A. Durgan

E's Golf Carts

Fairmount Center for the Arts
Stephanie FallCreek

Farm at Walnut Creek, The
Ferrante Winery & Ristorante

Fred Astaire Dance Studio
Fun-N-Stuff

Grand River Cellars Winery and Restaurant
Great Lakes Theater

Grumpy's Café

Half-Price Books

Hartshorn Studios - Tremont
Heinen's

Hibachi Japanese Steak House
The Holden Arboretum

Holiday Inn— Cleveland South
Improv Comedy Club & Restaurant
International Women's Air and Space Museum
Island Transportation (Put-In-Bay)
Jekyll's Kitchen

John Crist Winery

Darlene L. Johnson-Cargill

Kent State University School of Theatre & Dance
Kramer Portraits, New York

Robert & Brenda Kunkel

Kwik Car Wash

Lakehouse Inn, The

M. Cellars Winery

Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
Memphis Kiddie Park

Mitchell's Ice Cream

Mohican Lodge and Conference Center
Ohio Lottery

P. Graham Dunn Factory Store
Paladar Latin Kitchen & Rum Bar
Paul Christopher Jewelers

Petitti Garden Centers

Pickwick and Frolic

Provenance, Museum of Art dining
Trader Joe's

Rabbit Run Theater

Charlene Regenhardt

Riders Inn- Bed and Breakfast
Darlene Rota

Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center
Saks Fifth Avenue

Schreibman Jewelers Fairview Park
Schrock's Amish Farm & Village
Judy Simon

Michael E. Smith

SOZA Fitness and Wellness

Stan Hywet Hall and Gardens
Stonehenge Historic Home Tour
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In-Kind Donations continued

Swiss Family Furniture Underwater Dive Center

Dr. Glenn F. & Mary Lou Sykora USS Cod Submarine Memorial

Taza Lebanese Girill Victorian House Museum

Tis the Season/Gramma Fannies Quilt Barn Holmes County Historical Society
Trader Joe's Nicole Westendorf

Trolley Tours of Cleveland Western Reserve Historical Society

Ty Fun Thai Bistro Wheel of Fortune

Underwater Dive Center WKYC-TV

Consider the community benefits of Volunteerism

Greater Cleveland Volunteers has served Cleveland and its suburbs for 44 years. Our mission is to moti-
vate individuals to volunteer their time, educate them about how they can help and connect them with ser-
vice activities.

We are focused on assisting the most vulnerable people in our community
concentrating in:

e Homelessness

Hunger

Job readiness for the unemployed
Services to the elderly

Education for both children and adults

We are asking you to look for the Annual Campaign Solicitation letter that will be ar-
riving in the coming days. Once you have it please consider a 2016 gift to support
our agency’s efforts. Take a moment to make an investment in our community’s fu-
ture and help ensure the continued legacy of Greater Cleveland Volunteers.

Joan providing a
Please complete and return the envelope with your check made payable to nutritious meal
Greater Cleveland Volunteers, or you can give securely with your credit card

via PayPal on our website,

greaterclevelandvolunteers.org/support/index.php.

Your investment enables our agency to manage

the following vital programs including:

e the local chapter of the national RSVP pro-
gram, engaging adults 55+ in volunteer efforts
to meet critical community needs

e AARP Foundation Experience Corps, which
provides literacy tutors to children in grades
K-3 within the Cleveland Metropolitan and
Euclid City School Districts

) ) i ) Award-Winning volunteers at our annual
e My Mentor My Friend, which matches children with a mentor Volunteer Recognition

who meets with them weekly at school.

The success and impact of volunteerism depends on those who believe in and support it.

Dwayne Jones, Development Director at 216-391-9500 x 113
diones@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FROM OUR STAFF TO YOU
ENJOY A WONDERFUL AND SAFE
HOLIDAY SEASON!

Editor: dkall@greaterclevelandvolunteers.org

Greater Cleveland Volunteers is funded in part by the Corporation for National and Community Service,
the U.S. Department of Justice, the State of Ohio and United Way of Greater Cleveland.
Newsletter printing provided by RICOH.




